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Specification 



1. Title of the invention: 

Data transfer control system 

2. Claim 

A data transfer control system comprising: 

a data request unit for sending a read address to the address bus after acquiring 
bus control, while sending a mode signal, indicating block transfer or word transfer, to the 
control line; and 

memory for accessing a memory element corresponding to the read address 
according to the mode signal and outputting the corresponding data to a data bus; 

wherein, when the mode signal indicates block transfer, the memory generates a plurality 
of read addresses according to the read address, with the read address as the start address 
of the block, and outputs a corresponding plurality of data from the memory element. 

3. Detailed discription of the Invention 

Area of industrial use 

The present invention relates to a data transfer control system for using a common 
bus for effecting data transfer such as DMA transfer, and more particularly to a data 
transfer control system with which high speed block data transfer is possible. 

In computer systems, the processor, memory, channels, and so forth are connected 
by a common bus; addresses and data are exchanged therebetween using the common 
bus. For example, when the channel effects DMA (direct memory access) to memory, 
[the channel] acquires control of the common bus, then provides addresses to memory via 
the common bus and receives data read from memory via the common bus. For this 
reason, data transfer control for the common bus becomes necessary. 

Prior art 

Figure 3 shows the constitution of a conventional data transfer control system using a 
common bus. The processor 1, memory 2, and channels 3a, 3b are connected by the data 
bus D-BUS, address bus A-BUS, and control line C-BUS. A bus control acquisition 
control portion (abbreviated below as "bus control portion") 21 for performing control of 
bus control acquisition according to requests from the channels 3a, 3b f memory control 
portion 22, memory element 20, address receiver 23, and data transceiver 24 are 
established in memory 2. According to the control signal from the control line C-BUS, 
the memory control portion 22 provides the address received from the address receiver 23 
[on] the address bus A-BUS to the memory element 20, reads one word of data, and sends 
[that word] to the data bus D-BUS via the data transceiver 24. Meanwhile, each channel 
3 a, 3b comprises DMA controllers 30a, 30b, and input/output controllers 31a, 31b 
respectively. [Each channel] sends the bus control request DMARQ1, 2 from the DMA 




controllers 30a, 30b to the bus control portion 21 and acquires bus control, then sends the 
address to the address bus A-BUS. The input/output controllers 31a, 3 lb receive data 
from the memory 2 via the data bus D-BUS. 

In this way, data transfer of one word is effected through a data transfer sequence 

of acquiring bus control, sending addresses, and receiving data. However, this sequence 
must be repeated a plurality of times for the transfer of several words of data, and high 
speed data transfer cannot be realized. 

For this reason, the burst data transfer system shown in Figure 4 is used. Burst 
data transfer is for transferring a plurality of words of data; a bus in use signal busy is 
output upon acquisition of bus control, the common bus is in use during the transfer of a 
plurality of words, and the data transfer sequence repeated. In other words, according to a 
request from internal circuitry, the channel 3a (or 3b) generates a bus control request 
DMARQ1 (or 2) from the DMA controller 30a (or 30b) for the bus control portion 21. At 
that point, the bus control portion 21 checks the state of the busy line of the control line 
C-BUS, detects whether the bus is controlled by another device, and returns bus control 
authorization DMAACK1 (or 2) to the channel 3a (or 3b). Accordingly, the channel 3a 
(or 3b) that received bus control authorization generates a busy signal for the busy line of 
the control line C-BUS and informs other devices that the bus is in use. [Meanwhile, the 
channel] sends the address of the memory element 20 to the address bus A-BUS, then 
provides a data service-in signal (strobe signal ) DS Vi indicating address sending via the 
control bus C-BUS to the memory control portion 22. According to the data service-in 
signal DS Vi, the memory control portion 22 provides the column and row strobe signals 
CAS, RAS to the memory element 20, [The memory control portion] sends and accesses 
the address from the address bus A-BUS to the memory element 20 via the receiver 23. 
The memory control portion 22 synchronizes with the reading from the memory element 
20 and provides the service-out signal (response signal) SRVO showing sending of read 
data via the control line C-BUS to the DMA controller 30a (or 30b) of the channel 3a (or 
3b). The read data from the memory element 20 are provided to the data bus D-BUS via 
the transceiver 24. The input/output controller 31a (or 31b) receives these data from the 
data bus D-BUS. When the service-out signal SRVO ends, the DMA controller 30a (or 
30b) sends the next address to the address bus A-BUS without generating a bus control 
request, generates a data service-in signal DS Vi in the same way, and repeats the same 
sequence. High speed data transfer control can be realized with this type of burst data 
transfer because the control of bus control can be omitted during the process. 

Problems to be solved by the invention 

In conventional high speed data transfer control, however, address bus A-BUS 
guarantee times Ta and Tb are necessary before and after the data service-in signal DS Vi 
that is the address send strobe. In other words, in consideration of skew or the like of the 
address bus A-BUS, the data service-in signal DSVi is raised once the address is defined 
on the address bus A-BUS after address sending; likewise, after the drop of the data 
service-in signal DSVi, address sending must be cut off after the passage of the hold time 
Tb. In a conventional system, then, this guarantee time Ta, Tb becomes necessary for 
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each access because the address is sent at each word transfer, this obstacle to high speed 
data transfer is problematic. 

Means for resolving the problems 

The present invention provides a data transfer control system for effecting high 
speed block transfer of a plurality of words, while making possible both word transfer and 
block transfer^ 

For this reason, the present invention is a data transfer control system comprising: 
a data request unit for sending a read address to the address bus after acquiring bus 
control, while sending a mode signal, indicating block transfer or word transfer, to the 
control line; and memory for accessing a memory element corresponding to the read 
address according to the mode signal and outputting the corresponding data to a data bus; 
wherein, when the mode signal indicates block transfer, the memory generates a plurality 
of read addresses according to the read address, with the read address as the start address 
of the block, and outputs a corresponding plurality of data from the memory element. 

Operation 

In the present invention, to shorten the bus sequence in block data transfer, the 
start address of the block is sent from the data request side and the sending of addresses 
of individual words is omitted when performing block transfer of a plurality of words. 
The plurality of read addresses necessary for the block is generated according to the start 
address on the memory side and the corresponding plurality of word data is output Then, 
because only one address is sent in block transfer, as in word transfer, a mode signal is 
output by the data request side to confirm block transfer in memory. [This] makes it 
possible to execute block transfer and word transfer with the sending of one address. 

Embodiments 

The present invention is explained in detail with the embodiments. 

Figure 1 is a block diagram of a first embodiment of the present invention. In the 
figure, the same numbers are used for items identical to those shown in Figure 3. In the 
figure, 22a shows the response (memory access) counter; this is established in the 
memory control portion 22 and counts the number of response signals (memory access) 
for one strobe. 22b is the memory access control portion; this controls the frequency of 
memory access according to the DMA mode signal DMAMODE discussed below, while 
generating response signals. 25 is an address counter and generates the least address of 
the memory element 20 at the time of block transfer request. 32 is an address counter, this 
is established in the DMA controller 30 and generates the memory address for the transfer 
request. CI is a response signal line and carries the response signal from the memory 2 to 
channel 3. C2 is a strobe line and carries the strobe from channel 3 to memory 2. C3 is a 
synchronizing clock line and carries the synchronizing clock CLK from memory 2 to the 
channel 3. C4 is a main clock line and carries the control clock MCLK, for DMA (bus 
occupancy) request DMARQ and DMA (bus occupancy) authorization DMAACK, from 
memory 2 to channel 3. C5 is a busy line; the busy signal busy showing that the bus is in 
use is sent by the memory 2. dj is a bus in use request line and carries DMA request 
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DMARQ from channel 3 to memory 2. d2 is a bus in use authorization line and carries the 
DMA authorization DMAACK from memory 2 to channel 3. d3 is a DMA mode line and 
[carries] the DMA mode, for indicating word transfer or byte transfer, from channel 3 to 
memory 2. 

Next, the operation of the embodiment shown in Figure 1 is explained using the 
timing chart in Figure 2. Figure 2 (A) is a timing chart during block transfer, Figure 2 (B) 
is a timing chart during word transfer 

(1) When the internal circuitry of the channel 3 requests DMA transfer, the DMA 
controller 30 sends a DMA request DMARQ via the bus in use request line d| [to] the bus 
control portion 21 of the memory 2. 

When the bus control portion 21 checks the state of the busy line C5 and the bus 
is not occupied, [the bus control portion] sends the DMA authorization DMAACK via the 
bus in use authorization line d2 to the DMA controller 30. Accordingly the channel 3 
acquires bus control. Moreover, the DMA request DMARQ and DMA authorization 
DMAACK are synchronized with the control clock MCLK of the bus control portion 21 , 

(2) When the DMA controller 30 receives the DMA authorization DMAACK, 
[the DMA controller] turns on the busy signal busy on the busy line C5 and declares that 
the bus is in use. [The DMA controller] then checks for word transfer or block transfer. In 
the case of block transfer, [the DMA controller] sets the DMA mode signal DMAMODE 
to low (0) and sends [the DMA mode signal] to the memory control portion 22 by the 
mode line d3. Meanwhile, the DMA controller 30 sends the leading (start) address of the 
pertinent block to the address bus A-BUS by the address counter 32. In this embodiment, 
block transfer has a four word fixed length; the greater bits (greatest 14 bits in the case of 
16 bit access), excluding the least two bits of the address counter 32, are therefore sent to 
the address bus A-BUS. 

(3) Furthermore, the DMA controller 30 guarantees the bus skew and address 
decoding time and outputs the strobe signal DSVi to the control line C2 at the trailing 
edge of the next clock CLK. 

(4) In memory 2, the memory access control portion 22b of the memory control 
portion 22 receives this strobe signal DSVi from the control line C2 and provides the 
column and row strobes CAS, RAS to the memory element 20. Furthermore, the memory 
access control portion 22b detects the block transfer request from the DMA mode signal 
DMAMODE and switches the least bit of the receiver 23 to the address counter 25 side. 
The memory element 20 thereby receives the start address on the address bus A-BUS via 
the receiver 23, while receiving the least two bits of the address from the address counter 
25 via the receiver 23 and effecting access. The receiver 23 composes the greatest 14 bits 
from the address bus A-BUS and the least two bits from the counter 25 and provides 
[this] to the memory element 20. 

(5) Accordingly, the corresponding data (word) is output from the memory 
element 20 by the transceiver 24 to the data bus D-BUS. Meanwhile, in the memory 
control portion 22, the response signal SRVO (1) is generated by the memory access 
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control portion 22b at the trailing edge of the clock CLK and output to the response signal 
line CI. 

(6) Meanwhile, on channel 3, the DMA controller 30 receives the response signal 
SRVO from the response signal line CI and indicates data uptake on the data bus D-BUS 
to the input/output controller 3 1 . The input/output controller 3 1 takes up data from the 
memory element 20 via the data bus D-BUS. 

(7) In memory 2, the memory access control portion 22b outputs the 
abovementioned response signal SRVO (1), then increments the counter 22a for counting 
the number of response signals output for one strobe and increments the address counter 

25. 

Then the memory access control portion 22b again provides the column and row 
strobes CAS, RAS to the memory element 20. The greatest 14 bits from the address bus 
A-BUS and the least two bits of the incremented address counter 25 are thereby provided 
to the memory element 20 as the memory address and the next word is accessed. 

(8) Accordingly, the next word is output from the memory element 20 to the data 
bus D-BUS by the transceiver 24, while the response signal SRVO (2) is generated by the 
memory access control portion 22b and output to the response signal line CI. In Channel 
3, data are taken up as in step (6). 

(9) On the memory 2 side, the counter 22a and address counter 25 are incremented 
as in step (7) and the next word in memory element 20 is accessed. In this way, the count 
value of the response counter 22a becomes 4; when data are output four times, or when 
four response signals are generated, the memory access control portion 22b stops access 
of the memory element 20. 

(10) Meanwhile, on the channel 3 side, when the DMA controller 30 receives the 
response signal four times, the DMA mode signal DMAMODE returns to high, the strobe 
DS Vi returns to high, and the busy signal busy on busy line C5 drops and cancels bus 

usage. 

(11) Meanwhile, in the case of word transfer in step (2), the DMA controller 30 
lets the DMA mode signal DMAMODE remain high. The memory access control portion 
22b thereby detects the word transfer instruction and blocks the operation of the counters 
22a, 25. For this reason, one response signal SRVO is returned [in response) to the strobe 
DSVi from the DMA controller 30; or, the full 16 bits of the address counter 32 are 
provided as the memory address to the address bus A-BUS from the DMA controller 30. 
The receiver 23 of the memory 2 prevents the input of output from the address counter 25 
as indicated by the memory access control portion 22b and provides the 16 bit address on 
the address bus A-BUS to the memory element 20. The memory element 20 outputs the 
corresponding word according to this address to the data bus D-BUS by the transceiver 
24; on channel 3, the DMA controller 30 receives the response signal, indicates data 
uptake to the input/output controller 31, drops the busy signal busy on busy line C5, and 
cancels bus usage. 
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In this way, for a block transfer request, the start address of the block is sent from 
the channel that is the data request side; the memory uses the address counter 25 to 
generate a plurality (4 in this case) of read addresses and outputs a plurality of data; 
meanwhile, a mode signal is output from the data request side and indicates block or 
word transfer. 

In the embodiment discussed above, a plurality of response signals are returned 
from the memory 2 for one strobe of the channel 3 during block transfer indication; 
however, the strobe for a word may also be output in response to the response signal from 
the channel 3. 

Also, in the embodiment discussed above, an example of control synchronized 
with the clock CLK was explained, but unsynchronized control without using the clock 
CLK is also possible. Furthermore, the response signal line CI and strobe line C2 are 
explained as being the bus type, but these may also be separated, and not the bus type. 
Moreover, an example wherein the bus control acquisition control portion 21 is 
established in memory 2 is explained, but [the present invention] is not limited by this 
and [the bus control acquisition control portion] may also be established in the processor 
1 . The data request unit is also not limited to being a channel. 

The present invention is explained above with an embodiment, but the present 
invention may take many forms while retaining the substance of the present invention; 
these are not excluded from the present invention. 

Effect of the invention 

As explained above, the present invention is a data transfer control system 
comprising: a data request unit for sending a read address to the address bus after 
acquiring bus control, while sending a mode signal, indicating block transfer or word 
transfer, to the control line; and memory for accessing a memory element corresponding 
to the read address according to the mode signal and outputting the corresponding data to 
a data bus; wherein, when the mode signal indicates block transfer, the memory generates 
a plurality of read addresses according to the read address, with the read address as the 
start address of the block, and outputs a corresponding plurality of data from the memory 
element. As a result, because [only] one start address need be sent at the time of a block 
transfer request, the guarantee time necessary for address definition ends with one 
[iteration] and that makes possible high speed block data transfer. In addition, the 
memory side generates a plurality of read addresses with one start address; it therefore 
becomes possible to read a plurality of words and block transfer also becomes possible. 
Furthermore, because block transfer or word transfer is indicated with the mode signal, 
the memory side can accordingly execute block transfer processing or word transfer 
processing corresponding to one sent address. With just one sent address, therefore, either 
block transfer or word transfer can be selectively executed. 

4. Brief explanation of the figures 

Figure 1 is a block diagram of an embodiment of the present invention; Figure 2 is 
a timing chart for the embodiment in Figure 1; Figure 3 is a diagram of the constitution 
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for conventional data transfer control; and Figure 4 is a timing chart for conventional data 
transfer control. 

In the figures: 

2. Memory 

3, 3a, 3b. Channel (data request unit) 

20. Memory element 

21 . Bus control acquisition control portion 

22. Memory control portion 
32. Address counter 
D-BUS. Data bus 
A-BUS. Address bus 
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Figure 1 

20. Memory element 

22a. Counter 

25.- Address counter 

30. DMA controller 

3 1 . Data input/output control 

32. Address counter 
Figure 2 (A), (B) 
[fourth term] Address 
[bottom term] Data 
Figure 3 

2. Memory 
20. Memory element 
3a, 3b. Channel 
Figure 4 

[third term] Address 
[sixth term] Data 
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